Friends of Spruce Woods Inc. (FOSW)

May 2026—Newsletter

A big welcome to two new team members!

Fiija, Senior Park Interpreter

Hello everyone, my name is Fiija Derro (they/them). I’m from Northern
Ontario, have a dog and cat, and when not at work am usually hiking on a
trail somewhere. | studied community development, recreation, and environ-
mental studies at Acadia University in Nova Scotia - spending my evenings
and summers working at a dairy as a milker and farmhand. After completing
my bachelor’s | spent some time with my family in Sudbury before moving to
Churchill to work in municipal recreation, youth services, and park
interpretation. There | joined the reserves and was an active member of the
local community patrol and a leader for the Junior Rangers. Last year | moved
to Brandon and quickly fell in love with the area, community, and Spruce
Woods Provincial Park — hiking and exploring the backcountry. As Senior Park
Interpreter, my goal in the role is to carry forward the Park’s storied
interpretive program - honouring the rich history, diverse ecology, and vi-
brant people of the area - and to encourage dialogue and stewardship
through our programs offered.

Rayne, FOSW Student Advisor

Hi, I'm Rayne, the new Student Advisor with Friends of Spruce Woods! |
grew up in Glenboro, just minutes from Spruce Woods Provincial Park, and
spent a lot of time there with my family growing up. My favourite place in
the park is Spirit Sands, and it’s a big part of why I’'ve developed such a
strong connection to this landscape. I’'m planning to attend Brandon
University this fall to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in Geography with a focus
on Environmental Studies. Over the past two summers, I’ve worked as an
Interpretive Assistant at Spruce Woods, where | discovered my passion for
environmental education and awareness. | love helping others connect
with nature and understand the importance of protecting it. Outside of
work, you’ll usually find me hiking, grabbing a coffee, or spending time
with my furbaby, June. I'm a kind and caring person, and I’'m really excited

to be part of this community and continue sharing my love for the park!

Construction on PTH 5 to start soon.
Check with Manitoba Highways for updates.




Spirit Sands Wagon Outfitters and Family of Larry Robinson

We would like to invite family and friends to join us for
a Cowboy Celebration of Life in honour of Larry Robinson.

Larry loved the simple things—good company, the outdoors, and the cowboy way of life. Instead of a traditional
service, we wanted to gather the people who meant the most to him and celebrate his life the way he lived it.

Please join us for an afternoon of stories, laughter, and remembering the man who meant so much to all of us.

Location: Spruce Woods Provincial Park
Gibb’s Barn—it is down the road headed to the
Equestrian Campground
(or see the pin on the event page on Facebook)

Date: June 20, 2026
Time: 3:00 pm
Feel free to bring your own drinks,

your best western wear,
and your favourite memories of Larry.

We kindly ask you to RSVP on the event page on Facebook if you are able to attend.
If you don’t have access to Facebook, contact Marley Beam at 204-526-0410.

For those travelling, campsites in the park are open for reservation (at Kiche Manitou
Campground. For the Equestrian Campground and Canoe Landing—availability is first come-
first served), so please keep that in mind if you’re planning to stay for the weekend.

Equestrian Campground Operating Dates

The opening date for the camping season at the
Equestrian Campground & Barn and Canoe Landing
Campground is May 8, 2026. It remains open until October
12, 2026. Outside of these dates the water is turned off.
Where applicable the electricity is turned off and any gates
closed.



Park Vehicle Permit and Rates for Camping

Manitoba Parks Rates for Camping per night:
PARK VEHICLE PERMIT EQUESTRIAN CAMPGROUND & BARN:
(Required again as of May 1, 2026) Basic per night— 522.85
Electrical per night—$29.15
Daily—$ 9.50
Casual (3 days) - $16.50 CANOE LANDING CAMPGROUND:

Basic per night— $22.85
Annual Pass — $44.50

(Valid from May 1, 2026 to April 30, 2027) Self-registration at the Kiosk. Depending on your de-

These can be purchased through sired form of payment you can:
manitobalicensing.ca or deposit payment at the kiosk, etransfer to
From a park office or a local retailer (check gov.mb.ca friendsofsprucewoods@gmail.com, or pay by credit
Park Vehicle Permits for a list). card at the Gift Shop (when open).

Volunteer Equestrian Campground Hosts

We are very happy to let you know that Kathy and Rod Noel
will be returning as our Volunteer Equestrian Campground
Hosts for the 2026 Camping Season.

They can help your with any questions or concerns. When in
residence they will be at Site 11.

Endurance at Spruce Woods
June 20—Intro to Endurance (Equestrian Camp)

June 27 & 28—Hidden Trails Endurance Ride
(Equestrian Camp Hilltop)

SPRUCEW%IB September 12 & 13—Stargazers Endurance Ride

(Canoe Landing Camp)
3 events, 1 amazing park!
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Pre-registration required for all events

‘More information? Find us on facebook
or at distanceridersofmanitoba.ca
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Presented by the Distance Riders of Manitoba.

Questions? Email: drm.endurance@gmail.com



Spruce Woods Provincial Park - Staff Promotions
CONGRATULATIONS!

Kyle Fisher — Senior Park Foreman
Cindy Watt — Senior Park Attendant at the Kiche Manitou Campground Office
Andrea Mowat — Park Support Clerk for Spruce Woods Provincial Park

PINE FORT IV

Dates and hours of operation
Open May 15—September 7, 2026

May and June
Sunday to Thursday 10 am — 4 pm
Friday and Saturday 10 am — 9 pm

Volunteer Campground Hosts July and August
We welcome back Carol and Wayne 10am — 9 pm
Fulford as Volunteer Campground Hosts

at Kiche Manitou Campground. They are

here to help where needed and have the

scoop on what’s happening in the Park.

Tentative Dates for Events in 2026

TBA (end of June/early July) —Pine Fort Days

August 15— Criddle-Vane Annual Event
(at the Criddle-Vane Homestead)

August 21-23—Dark Sky Event

TBA (Oct)—Park After Dark Halloween Event

For more information please call 204 827-8850 (Interpretive Programming)

Sign up for The Friends of Spruce Woods Inc. Newsletter
at Email: friendsofsprucewoods@gmail.com

Or go to our website: www.friendsofsprucewoods.com
P.O. Box 238, Glenboro, Manitoba, ROK 0X0

And, like us on Facebook!

Thank you!




